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EDITOR'S INTRAY

It is just over twelve months sinc=s John Kelly and
I took over the role of newsletter editors. During the
period there have been cosmetic changes to the fermat of the
nesletter, which has found favour with most readers,
However, reviewing fte past year, the articles seem to have
been written by a small group of members. "“These that buy
the editors a pint" you may say, but in fact it is quite the
¢ontrart, The trickle of news we manage to hew out of
members we meet is less than enough to fill the newsletter.
S50 can we please have an upturn in the submission of
articles. Don't you do anything worth writing about?

Club Fell Races

There will be the usual Junior and Senior events
running up Side Pike and Lingmooxr. The Senior Event will be
self-handicapping so that the first back may not be the
winner. 1t is quite possible to walk the course and win.

Caving Meet

of the Junior Caving Meet
last December, Dot and Micky are organising another one.
This- time it is open to adults as well. An earlier venue of
23rd-24th September will ensure the temperature of the water
being a few more degrees above freezing than last time., To
reserve your lamp and wellies contact eithet of the
trogeladiles. At least two weeks notice required in order to
bock lamps. Telephone Micky Pooler on (0706) B78454.

= ¥
Bishop's Walk
This will take place on Saturday October lst. Volunteers are
required to helo organise and marshall the event. Free
dinner con Saturday night for the helpers. Pre~booking at the

Bishopscale Hut is essential for the weekend. Contact Alan
Kenny on (0254) 414615,

Following the success
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Langdale Fell Race

The race will take place on Saturday October 8th.
Marshalls are required for checkpoints (warm clothing and
waterproofs recommended). Contact Leo Pollard on (0204)
694657.

Club Dinner

. The Annual <Club Dinner will be held at the
Waterhead Hotel, BAmbleside on November 19th. For menu
details and reservations, contact Gordon Cooney on (0772)
690113.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

L
THE BNNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the ARCC will be

held on Saturday November }9th at 2.00pm prompt at Marion
House, Knights of St Columba Hall, Beech St, Preston.

Members approaching Preston from the North, East
and South should leave the M6 at Intersection 31 by the
Tickled Trout, Salmesbury Island. At the top of the hill,
near the Telegraph Pertol Station, fork right alonf the ring
road marked A5085 for Blackpool, After crossing the A6 by
the park, cross four more sets of lights and at the FIFTH
SET turs left into Tulketh RA, and then left again into
Beech St. Marion House is on the left, and the bar should be
open.

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the last AGM.
2. Matters arising.
3. President'’'s Report.
4. Chairman's Report.
5. Secretary’s Report.
6. Treasurer's Report.
7. Reports from the Hut Wardens.
8. Blection of Officers and Committee Members.
9. AQB.
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Members are reminded that nominations for
vacancies on the Management Committee ,must be received by
the Secretary not less than fourteen days prior t» the AGM.
Management Committee meetings are usually held at two
monthly intervals either on an evening in Preston or more
usually at one of the huts, often Bishopscale. Those
nominated should be prepared to - work and accept
respongibility. Nominators should be prepared to introduce
the nominees to the AGM if that is reguired. The Management
Committee have +the following vacancies: Chairman; Ordinary
Member; Vice-Chairman (if he is eleced to Chairman). The
date by which any proposals to change the rules has to be
received is Saturday October Z2nd. Matters to be considered
at the AGM other than those on the agenda should be nctified
to the B8ecretary by any two members within the seven days
prior to the meeting.

All Hut Wardens and the Bulletin Editor are
appointed by the Management Committee for a period of three
years and members willing to serve in these capacities are
at liberty to offer their services.

ONLY FULL MEMBERS AND LIFE MEMBERS, not graduates
er juniors, are eligible to vote at the AGM.

PLEASE ATTEND: IT IS YOUR CLUB.

ARCC SCOTTISH MEET 1988

We arrived to scenes of disaster in Glen Coe:
helicoptors, rescuers and dead bodies on the hill with
avalanche conditions prevailing. The hut was an oasis of
welcome after the sobering start to our week's holiday in
8cotland. John had the hut in gleaming condition and a
glowing fire completed the welcome. People arrived at
variocus times during the late afternoon and evening, and
after a quick meal, we went round to the pub next door to
make ourselves at home again. It only seems like yesterday
that we had left. Mountains and routes were discussed with
increasing enthusiasm as the amount of beer consumed took
effect. And we rolled off to bed happier if no wiser.

Sunday dawned grey but bright but with the snow
soft and deep around, with the promise of more to come with
gale force winds zas well. Most of us opted for low level
routes 'in the glens. WNot detered by the forecast, John
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¥elly, Jim and Lenise went off to do the Zonach Eagach
ridge. Tom was determined to do a route &nd took himself off
ta Glen Coe and the West Face of the ARonach Dubh. Pets, Pate
and Peter, Mike, Ann, Texry, Dave, Dot and myself went for a
walk round the Mamores. Eight hours later we arrived at
Mamore's Lodge to a welcome pint and another glewing. fire.
It was like visiting Heasven after the previcus eight hours
of slog, Peter Dowker and Terry McBale having bagged a Munxo
on the way. Jim, John and Denise had had to concede defeat
on the Aconach Eagach, forced off by nigh winds. Tom found a
partner called MAd Mitch and had been suitably chastened by
the state of the routes.

Next day was windy but sunny between the showers,
so we all either walked or ran up the glen and then went for
a swim but net in the river! Then on for coffee at Nevis
Sport. Tuesday was just wet, wet and wet. Some of us went
for a drive out to Mallalg, spotting catholic churches on
the way/ Others read the papers oxr visited the fort again.

Wednesday dawned bright and sunny with & lot of
clopud but still very windy. Tom, Dave and Bob with Denise
went off to do the Buchaille Btive Beagh from Dalness, Jim
met them on the gummit after travsrsing the ridge from Glen
Coe. The wind was ferocious on the tops and Denise had to be
pinned down sc she could not blow away. But the views were
tremendous and Denise was able +to practice her Charlie
Chaplin walk on the way down. The rest of us walked or ran
through varicus glens, scme of us doing two walks so that we
had an excuse to visit Mamore's Lodge again.

Thursday was the best day of all and saw everybody
on varicus ridges and summits on the Mamores. The snow was
pretty unstable but the ridges were magnificent and the
views breathtaking. You could not have wished for a better
day., Tom and John Kelly were the excepticns as Tom went off
¢climbing on the newly opened climbing wall whilst John Kelly
went to play on the ice falls on Carn Dearg. Peter, Mike Ann
and myself choose the best way onto the mountains as on the
way off we ended up at the Mawmore's Ledge onte again,

On Friday it was snowing agaiu so we 211 left Ffoo
home aparzt from Hoha F. who was staying for ancther week. We
¢leaned £he hut first after much prompting from John ang
tried not to leave too much gear behind. Thanks to John for
organising the meet again, and I hope that we can all stay
again next year. :

Dot Wood - February 1988.
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A GREAT WEEK OUT ON THE FELL

THE LONG WALK, MAY 14th 1988,

Well, yes, I know it was only a day: I wa !
But _the. full horror did not comeyhome {o me t?llt;eiié
looking it all up in Wainwright a few days later, We seemed
to have wandered our way through at least tweo volumes. Page
upon page, with AW wittering on and on about what a

wonderful day out each aeparate fell hummock o

lexs t £ slight
elevation would make for the dlscerniné tourist! I'm suregit
must add up to 3 good week's worth.

: The Long Walk (capitals please note) is zomething
the Cluu really doss well, thanks to the efforts of all
hose peogle beh.ud the scenes who do all the work - zome of
the walking too. This year's walk - from Dunmail, cver 9:igh
Street and back along Helvellyn, was no exception Lo ‘the
rule, It really was a great day out. - -

e : Compatad with the grey skies of Ennecdale and the
radioactive rain of the Threz Shires (my Cag still glows in

Ehe dark}, we bhad everything we could possibly have hoped
for. The morning was superb: even the gasping gring up the
back end of Fairfield was worth it for the Fzice of Scandale

gnad. eand I could wax lyrical for ever about the view from
“ed Screes (Geor¢z Partridge hrewing upl).

‘ I've never quite been ablz to make up 7y mind
;u:gt cacen butties. I roprove in principle, of course, but
it is noticealble that jusc as we trudged up Stony Cove Pick
congratulating ourselves on the lack of ipdigection, the
butties struck nzrd and fast! I thin» eating th-m is part of
Lhe acceptablc risk of mountain lifrs (unlike the infamous
Ogwen Eggs, which were complet ly over the tap).

; A5  we reached Thresthwaite Mouth, derek Price and
Mickey Pooler yomped past, like a scene from the Lord of the
Rings., (My l;:: are sealed as to which scene.} By the time
we reached Riggindale, the first of the runners padded past,
and by the time we reached High Raise, the trickle of
runners had hecome a flood. I'm sorry if this is a bit
vague, but it was getting a bit difficult at times to tell
who was running nd who was not, and the dog seems to have
domne the whole . istance twice!
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I c¢an remember a few ysars sack when Long Walks
were done in leather boots, GRITEPS and -ucksacks big enough
to sleep six. You would never have thought it to watcli this
let going past. Not a slab of rum fudge in sight ~ the feak
District wardens would have the vapours ("...are you sure
you are adequately shod, sir? ..."™) It's all getting a bit
hard: which was why it puzzled me when the tourist feller
asked me if we were out training. TRAINING? can ARCC xeally
be a secret cell of the SAS?

After the beauty of Angle Tarn {and three miles of
descent), into Patterdale for lunch. Now, this is where it
does not pay to be one of the high speed mob. Last time we
did this Sue ended up eating ice cream with the late Bishop
Fearson. This time FPr Hughes regaled the tail enders with
strawberries and cream. Out of respect to the cloth, we draw
& decent veil over the story behind this charity! I missed
it, of course.

Catstycam was a stroke of genius. Instead of the
awful first gear four wheel c¢hug up to Sticks Pass, we
ascended Helvellyn by one of the finest routes imaginable,
pausing only to pick our way round the hordes of infants on
the way up Swirral Edge., I still don’t know the meaning of
the strange ritual at the top of Catstycam, but I guess that
is why I am not a runner -~ these tbings just have to be in
your blocd!

A brief halt at the top of Helvellyn, then down
the old fence to Raise Beck, past the sunbathing 1lass (a
poor woxrld this, 1f full of care...) and to the Dunmail
Road. Home! And never let it be said that there is no good
ina Yorkshiveman (if he is prepared to give up his beer,
that is). 2 wash, a change, a superk meal, ‘hen off to the
Travellers Rest (shame to the person who had another meal
when we arrivedl). -

About sizty of us, all told; though nobacdy was
entirely sure at the time. It was a great day out, and it
was the people who did the work who made sure of that for us
all, Thanks, all of you, for your work, for your help, for
your company.
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OLD CCOUNTY TOPS RACE

Saturday 25th June 1988

- W In presenting the results for the OLD CQUNTY TOPS
RACE, may we fisrt say thank you to our sponsors:

Frank Davies, the Climbers Shep, Ambleside

Kirkstone Green Slate Quarries Ltd

Meg Falconer

Chesters Coffee Shop and Restaurant

Preston Panels (Timbexr) Ltd

Langdale Leisure Ltd {Pillar Time Share)

Thankyou te Mr Bric Tailfirth, the farmer at Mill
Back, for the use of his field which was the finishing area,
and all the farmers enroute: Mr Chris Benson, Mr David
Bland, and Mr Thompson.

You may have noticed that two of the check points
were computer linked to base c¢ontrol and that the radio
cever was s0 professionally done by RAYNET. Many thanks.

Last but by no me2ans least, thank you to the
stalwarts of the Achilli Ratti who manned and controlled all
the checkpcints and provided you with fcood and drinks.

The main sponsor of the race was Frank Davies of
the Climbers Shop, Ambleside, This sponsorship was secured
for us hy Joyce Foster Kent. The two Johns and mveelf are
grateful for the effort and work done by Joyce in helping to
make the race the success it was.

Winners of the MENS TROPHY
(Sponsored by the Climbing Shop, Ambleside)
John Nuttall and David Nuttall
Clayton le Moors Harriers
7 hrs 41 ning .08 sec

TEAM TROPHY
(Sponscred by XKirkstone Quarries)
Achilli Ratti positions: Total 33
No 5: John Hope, John Nixcn
No 8: Robert Green, Alan Kenay
No 20: Clare Kenny, David Hugull
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standing with hands 1in pockets. I mused over whether Shep
would scatter this group in a similar vein to the sheep.

Fortunately for me the active member reached the
sroung, 8¢ I arrived at the foot of the cliff. He was still
walkirg up as I acknowledged the presence of the group
above,, my sudden appearence over the top of the crag causing
scme consternation, I zhovted for Shep, whe came round the
side at full tilt, and followed him towards Upper Scout. I
was warming up lewly which was in marked contrast teo the
group of lasses waiting at the base of this c¢rag. Their
leaders were wondering where the routes went so I exchanged
pleasantries whilst changing footwear and then shouldared
sac again and climbed "Route One®". I had forgotten how good
this route was and paused frequently to take it all in. I
often do this when solcing. It brings a sense of reality to
the situation and heightens my own awareness, Today was no
exception and my senses were buzzing to the world beyond the
hand and footholds that mattered.

In the descent gully Shep requizred considerabkle
encouragement to come on ups; he thought I was going down and
I thought I was oing to White Ghyll. Mine was the stronger
will and we duly arrived below "Man of Straw¥, I retained
the sac to save unnecessary descent later and Shep enjoyed
five minutes rest until he spotted my familiar form running
across to the descent. The dog not being a lover of steep
scree, we contoured left, out of the ghyll, and followed its
true . right flank upwards. Grey banks of cloud crowded my
thoughts, but no one was yet establishe on Pavey's east
wing. this was realy where I wanted to be today. Here, and
on Gimmer. White Ghyll had been a necessary evil en-route;
to kick the machine into action, be rid of any cobwebs, and
remind myself of movement on steep ground aftervthree months
of different activity abroad. “Man of Straw®™ had been
mechanically seduced, but *"Astra® was different. We ghared a
Mars Bar and I pointed the rocute cut to Shep, revelling in
the pre-rpoute adrenalin. I left my sac ia Bhep's capable
hande and donned an extra top. “"Hobson's Choice" required
care and I reminded myself of a nasty accident there a few
summers ago. The moves on to the route proper are as hard as
ever and tetally committing. I pause on the flake crack and
loock around. The East Butress is deserted and I shout to
Shep who never takes his eyes off me whilst I'm climbing,
His tail acknowledges my affection and although I cannot see
his eyes, I know they are laughing. Mine are too. The holds
lead onwards and upwards and 1 c¢an rejoice in a superb
tlowing seguence of moves baged on total control; one of the
finest routes in the valley and a top pitch which does
justice to such a statement. Leaning cut on good holds, I
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can exagerate the ' exposur: and absorb, the feeling "of
isolation; high on a major ¢ iff, enjoying the experience
and  not wanting it to e 1. It does and I find mY§elf
exercising extreme caution or the traverse to East Guily.
One slip here and the co sequences do not bear :Finving
about. Shep fails on the choc; 3tone and is subsequently over
enthusiastic with his welcome. I pick myself up and ch .tise
him, but the incident is alre.dy forgotten, and after a
guick change, it is running moce again.

The descent to Stickle Tarn was taken at breakneck
speed and a large group of people, on their way to "Jack's
Rake", pause to spectate as master and dog co@petg for first
place. My familiarity with this type of terrain gives me the
edge and for once Shep follows diligently in my tracks. At
the inflow I . insist he takes a drink, and then it is away
again, contouring around Harrison Stickle at a sub&ueé pace,
and an opportunity to look around again. The summitt ?f
Bowfel has succumed to thencloud masses and the wind is
infinitely colder on this side of the.'valley, but the
1lighting effects are adequate compensation fog the }ack of
sunshine. I briefly lose direction and am penalised with a
slight ascent to regain the correct line.

Gimmer is catching what sun is getting through,
but the rock looks and feels cold. Judging by the .clothlng
sther climbers are wearing, it is even colder higher up.
Evervone seems to have chesen Gimmer today. A Party of_th;ee
on “the erack®; four on "Gimmer String”, and six on "K;pl}ng
Groove". It is "Gimmer String” that catches my imagination
and mood today., I have not climbed this in its entirety
before so the initial xoof and wide crack 'will be new
ground.I spend an idle five minutes watching the other
pecple and trying to anticipate a gap that I can make use
of, Dr:ssed in a lifa top and running shirt, headbgnd and
running slacks, I cannot afford to sit too long. Leaving Shp
once more, I begin te climb, The traverse on *The Crack®
alwayse fasls hard, and I acknowledge the decreas§nq
temnérature, hegitating for a moment pefore committing
myself through the overhang. One awkward move and then the
¢climbing becomes absorbing and I hardly not%cg the c¢old,
wrapped up in the moves and taking in the position, exposure
and history of this great classic. The climbers in the cave
kindly alow me through and then I am on my own again. Surely
there are few better positions than this in Langdale? Foiged
on the edge of a void that exzagerates the 'dlstance belqw,
two perfect finger locks and positive bridging holds for the
feet, spreadeagled across the face like a spider on a wall,
and yet there are no feelings of isolation up here. The
spell is broken by the arrival of the finishing holds and
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the weather encourages a rapid descent so I fairly fly down
the descent chimney. My dog is there to meet me and soon we
are traversing towards Mickleden. The run up Resset Ghyll is
tough and I find that i am really having to draw on reserves
just to keep moving. At last enough height is below us and
the rough traverse to Neckband Crag replaces the agony of
ascent, Shep is training badly now which allows an even
slower crawl across the final scree slope to the base of the
crag. Here we share a packet of nuts whilst I change into my
rock boots. I guess that I have just enough time before the
rain comes to climb the route, but don't count on the route
already being wet, Consequently my gamble does not pay off
and the arrival of the first shower £inds me sheltering
beneath the final bulge of "Razor Crack". I cannct decide
whether to descend the seventy feet already climbed or
ascend the remaining thirty. A soloist's nightmare. Opting
for the lesser svil, I launch into the final moves and
ignore the feeling of insecurity as first hand then foot
find the holds too hostile to make use of. Shep looks as
anxioug as I feel, but the top bringa immediate relief and
more persistant rain,

Reaching the Band is uphill again and the weather
is grim, Shep has had enough and makes no effort to speed
up, even with my encouragement.Once we resach the descent all
this changes and I struggle to keep up. He knows we are on
our way home and only the road dewn to Langdale to go. It is
not yet three in the afternoon and I dream of Scafell's
magestic outline. Perhaps another day. Running down the
valley, I am well pleased with the day, but Bowfell would
have been desperate and Scafell even worse, On arrival at
the hut I have time for a bath before the £fell runners
return. £rom the hree Shires race. It feels good to be back
in the Lakes at last after four years aeway. Roll on the
winter,

Tony Brindie.
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ARCC FELL RUNNII'G CHAMPIONSHIPS

Points to date (with no results for the Black Combe and

Three Peaks)

Pos. Pts.
1 178
2 134
3 132
4 84.5
5 78.5
6 74
7 71
8 62
9 61
10 60
11 35
12 33
i3 32
15 26
16 17
18 16
19 13
i 118
2 lc

The 4th WORLD CUP MOUNTAIN RACES will be held
Keswick on Saturday October
John Hixon and Leo Pollard are

Braithwaite Village,

Sundav October 1léth.

Name

John Hope

Robert Green

Leo Pollard

Paul Cooney

Pete McHale

Gordon Cooney

Alan Kenny

Jim Harding

David Bugill

John Nixon

Phil Micklewski

Pete Dowker

Jim Cooper, Peter Billington
Derek Price

Mike Donnelly, Chris Farrell
Frank Whittle

Joe Carbarino

LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP
Sheila Anderton

Dot Woed, Clare Kenny,Angela Soper.

from
15th,
running

in the Veterans Race on the Sunday. Races start at 10.00am.
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TYN TWR

THE BIRTH OF A HUT

THE ORIGINS AND ROOTS of the Achilli Ratti in Wales go back
a lot further than most members are aware: to the garly
fifties, and even earlier. It was then that a dgzen or o
handsome young lads from St Helens were polighlng their
abilities with map and comgass,‘and widening their knowledgf
»f the Lakeland hills. Having begun fell walklnq in thg'lati
forties, new &kills with hemp ropas and ex~-uD karanxnerg
were also being developed. In fact mos@ og eux _g?a{_ w§f
ex-military: U.S. Army "bivvy” tents, "Jjuaping Jac. 2-ay gas
capes to protect us from mustard gas, but whici: ulso hyér
the Lakeland rain. It was an era of change toc  Itehils
“commanio® soles were replacing_clinke;s and tr:ile .a:obsf
"yiking"” nylon ropes were just making theixr appaara’ . and
nuts were still only Whitworth or B.S.F.

We had tried camping up Mickledsn §nd Jo.n
Borrowdale but the weather always seemed to be iagslnst vg.
Youth Hestels too had their drawbacks, Threec nights wi s the
1imit before moving on, and the 10 o'clock curfew meant us
leaving the pub before closing time, (Unheayd of)

We need a Club with 2 hut up Lanqdala“ wAS ?bg
universal opinion. We had heard os +his _ Catholx:'bCllmblgg
Club with a foreign name, and which had a hut at';fe tﬂp ol
Dunmail Ralse, but we were not interasted, ln?glﬁ& ;Of i
having central heating. "Toe far from the rook™ we ag;eaéi
and Langdale was a better walking centre too. A :?w of ;&
had old motorbikes, but not enough to €a8rry &¥aryoL : Arcunt.

We were actvally in the Lakes for a week ia Avjas.
1955 when "BISHOP BUYS A MOUNTAIN" hit the‘hegdlines of chg
national press as well as the local and catholic papers. ;L
was what we had been looking for, and we Jjoined immed%aaalg.
A month later we were back, te stay for the first time 10
what was very much the barn of Rawhead Farm: the new hut o§
our new club. The farmhouse itself had passed to the Fel

.and Rock in 1949. What is now the Woman's Dorm was eqgipped

with eight single beds, a trestle table aqd a be@ch, and 2
massive “Black Prince® gas coker, with a single ‘mant ‘e
mounted on the bare wall zbove i . Onz elsan was located n
the chicken shed, which is now t. = family quarters.

ARCC WEWSIL TTER AUTUMN 1088

We climbed in Vhite Ghyll for the first time.
Gimmer, Pavey and Bowfell BRattress we azlready knew. The
weather that September week was mixzed, giving us a ???ing ot
two, but it did not worry us. There was a solid slate ronf
over our heads and thick stone walls around usz, so we sglept
dry and warm, if dampish at times in the day. I think it was
on the Thursday that we had a surprise visitor, the red sasgh
giving away his identity. The Bishop had made a spacial trip
tec meet us, we learned later, in his Austin-Healey, if I
remember righitly. Por all we knew then he wandered the Lakes
whenever it wag fine, a Bishop being his own boss. We had
been given a good recommendation by Fr Reederer sj at our
home parish and I suppose a group of eight joining en bloc
was a big boost to a membership of about sixty.

"What the devil has all this to do with Tyn Twr?®
you are no doubt wondering. Well, an advantage of of living
in Gouth Lancashire 1is that the Lakes and Horth Walss are
eguidistant. We had already started to ride our bhikes into
Wales for long weekends, camping by Llyn Ggwen, or kipping
in Big Willie’s barn, about three miles from Capel Curig, at
a shiling a night - the same as Wallend. Now Welsh rain is
just as wetting as the Lakeland variety, and a soggy wet
tent at Ogwen is just as uncomfortable as a soiggy wet tent
up HMickleden. If & hut up Langdale is a good thing, 50 koo
is one in Wales. =

The fipal crunch came a few years later when some
of us had married and had young families, Camping in a field
below our Welsh barn one Easter, a hell of a gust hit the
tents, Tom Finney's was flattened. So too was John Liprot's
Stirling, and even our little Jamet had a stell pole like
Rokin Hoed's bow. The campaign for a Welch Hut was on,

In taking on the purchase and conversion of
Kawhead Farm, the Bishop needed to expand the membership
dramatically. This was suvccessfully achieved,. starting with
the . great publicity in . the papers. In widening the
membership beyond central Lancashire however the need for a
Walch hut was created. Thus the birth of one hut eventually
led to another.

Achilli Ratti climbers were in North Wales before
ug, as is clear from Brother Joe's article on page 23 in the
recent commemorative journal. I know too that Rom Smith used
a barn as a base while climbing with John Cooper (L.C.&.C.C}
during the day before donning his “"monkey suit® in the
evenings to perform with the Halle Orchestra on a tour of
the coastal resorts in the summer of 1848. I think the
Bishop himself c¢limbed ip WNorth Wales and at the
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consecration of Tyn Twr he gave me an old rock guide to
Tryfan and Cum Idwal to place in the hut.

J.F.F., July 1988.

EC@TIISH WINTER MEET

The weather last winter was poor fqr
mountaineering. Our week in early February had snow ox rain
almest every day. So there was planty of snow for ski—}ng
but with little consolidation there were frequen; @valancaes
all around. Thes2 caused injury and £fatalities among
climbers whoe lacked the experience or patience te keep off
potential avalanche slopes,

Not a single climb was done by members but folk
were out everyday, mainly on low level walks. On _Lhe<.cn?
really gocd day, a half dozen of us ascended S5lob Ban undex
a brilliant blue sky with puffy white clouds. The views all
around were magic with the mountains ugder guch deop snow
cover, but therein lay the danger. Pete Kirkbright was two
or three yards from the edge of a deeper ;han‘sus ected
cornice when it cracked right along, ready to go with him on
the wrong side, He moved pretty sharply but would have had
no chance had it gone.

There was some discussion in the hut as t? whether
a change of venue was due, with Lochuagarvxn’mlnd. The
general consensus was that no other part of Britain offered
the wvariety of the climbing and walking that‘the Glgncoe -
Ben Nevis area has, So the MacInyre Hut is booked again from
Saturday llth to Sunday 19th February 1989. Names and fees
{two pounds per night) taken from October. .

John Foster.
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WHITHER GOEST THE ACHILLI RATTI?

Those members who attended the AGM last October '
may remember that I was critical of some recent decisions of
the Management Committee., For quite some time now I have
been concerned at the level of expenditure on improvements
at the huts. Some have been necessary, some desirable,
others of dubiocus benefit. What finally provoked me into
speaking out was the installation of radiators at the top of
the stairs in Tyn Twr. It may be that there are times when I
am just a voice in the wilderness, but I know that those few
who were mainly involved with the early development of Tyn
Twr consider thiese radiators unnecessary.

. From acquiring Dunmail in 1946, Bishoposcale in
1955 and Tyn Twr in 1966 we were in debt to the Diocese of
Lancaster, which debt was paid off in the early seventies.
Since then we have spent a vast amount on the huts. Losk
back through the accounts if you still have them. But does
it mean members getting on the hille more? Doubtful. We are
getting away from the provision of simple, basic
accomodation as cheaply as possible.

At no time im the past twenty vyears has the
committee discussed how far the huts should be improved. No
decision taken "Thus far and.no further". as long as there
is money available, the tendency will be to find something
to spend it on. And members' hut fees have been increaed
twice within two years, by more than 40% overall, and no
explapation given, while annual subscriptions have been
twelve pounds for nearly ten years now. For vigsiting clubs
at Bishopscale, the increase is one hunderd percent (One
pound f£ifty up to three pounds}. Some members may feel
relieved that it is they who are bearing the brupnt. Yet we
should be grateful to them, since our huts would nowhere
near pay their way out of the usage solely by members,

"0ggy" put it to me that our huts needed to be
uprated to get today's youngsters in. If so, a sebering
thought! More symptomatic of an aging membership. To a keen
young climber, prepared to camp or bivvy in pursuit of his
sport, four walls and a slod roof are the main regquirement,
If there is somewhere ‘to cook, eat and eleep, and ideally a
flush toilet and drying room, you have a climbing hut. all
else is luxury. If most members consider Buckbarrow a
perfection whose only blemish is having to empty the can,
what need is there of more at other huts?
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Sc where will it stop? Will every bunk eventuaily
have an electric blanket and a Teasmaid alongside? When is a
net not a hut? Ah well if we are to be saddled with these
fees, it is reasonable tc expect something worthwhile. For
some members, the best improvement on huts is more of them,
in different mountain aresas. That all the huts we have, were
acqguired in half the Club's life, and nothing in the last
twentytwo years, surely indicatas this. We can afford to.
And 1 am not the only member whose thoughts were a long way
north. Certainly our Founder President's ambition for his
“child" included further expansion, as he informed the
committee in Januvary 1968 when a Climbing Hut in g&lencoe
would socon bpecome available, And this only fourteen months
after the decision to purchase Tyn Twr, and before it was
open for use,

Some mau argue +Lhat we are a regional club., In
prigin, yes. But that did not stop us getting Tyn Twr., And
just look where the biggest area of mountains in Britain
lies. As our club has grown, it has spread, and members have
moved too, Some have been living in the Lakes for guite a
few years now and we already have a dozen full members, plus
juniors, living in Scotland. Is it time we had a hut there

too? :

Qur last border raid carried us as far as
Bethesda, But a different border awaits to be Crossed. A
longer haul may be, but with moutains of plunder for the
picking., Is the blood of the Achilli Ratti still strong
enough? Will that spirit which gave us some of the best huts
- and members - in Britain carry us forward yet again? If
you think se, come to the AGM and say so. Cenversely if you
have good reasons why we should not seek a hut in Scotland,
you should state them. If you cannot get to the AM, write to
the Secretary. .,

Let the chorus of the Border Ballard be our theme:

March, march, forward is the order,
March, march, over the border.

John Foster July 1988.
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ATTENTION - DOG OWNERS

) A recent Club Management Commi i
C mmittee meetin
reviewed the topic of dogs on hut premises.. The meeting
agreed the following points: ' e

lt Dogs would NOT be allowed in Club Huts.

;;emises. Dogs shall be exercised off the immediate
3érparks o?og:rgg?uld NOT be allowed to run around the
:&t Life. Dogs should.NOT be allowed to intrude into general
5¢° Dogs' excretia should be removed by, and disposed

of, by the dog's owner.



